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What’s in store for 2021?
Last year was one of the most challenging, unpredictable and life-changing in recent memory. Because of
COVID-19, there has seen significant disruption and change in every aspect of our lives. The way we socialise,
exercise and entertain ourselves have all shifted.
Property markets have not been immune from the effect of last year’s
events. Isolation, working from home and home-schooling have
changed the way we use our homes and also made us think about
where we want to live and work. These changes have led to three major
trends which will continue to grow and playout throughout 2021.
The home is now (also) an office
COVID-19 changed our perspective on how and where we work, with
working from home and flexible hours now the new norm. Evidence of
this shift can be found in a recent LJ Hooker survey, which showed that
before COVID-19, 79% of people worked at their place of work and only
21% from home. This evolved over the course of 2020, with 38% saying
that they work remotely. Furthermore, 36% said they will still be working
from home in 2021, while only 64% will be back in the office.
This change will have ramifications for property markets over the
coming years, as people think about the functionality of their homes.
This often includes seeking an extra room to use as an office space.
While some homeowners might look into renovating or expanding their
homes to create a dedicated work area; others might prefer to sell and
buy bigger.
The regional revolution accelerates
More and more people are looking at where they want to live. Not
having to commute to the office every day offers many opportunities.
Not only does it allow you to enjoy a better work-life balance, but it also
gives the possibility to look beyond city limits to find a dream home.
With more and more companies happy to offer the option of working
from home, or even encouraging it, the hurdles that would have
prevented a move to a regional area are fading away.

For many, living regionally often means enjoying a similar lifestyle at a
cheaper cost, which can relieve financial pressure and allow them to
purchase a home without sacrificing their quality of life.
Local governments in regional areas have also been quick to see the
emerging trend of more people looking to the regions. They are actively
providing support and even financial incentives in some cases for
businesses to set up within their local towns and regions.
The construction industry to cater for new lifestyles

The construction industry will need to consider the layouts of
apartments and houses to cater for changing living arrangements.
Australians now want more space in their home and might favour
houses over apartments. Dedicated work areas or built-in desks have
been in high demand, and this trend should only increase in 2021.
Granny flats should also be booming because they appear to be the
perfect home office, making it easier to keep some boundaries between
work and personal life.
The good news is that there are several government stimulus measures
and incentives to assist homeowners. In particular, the Homebuilder
program which the Federal Government has put in place provides a
cash incentive to renovate or build. It has been extended until March
2021, and the criteria has changed, allowing more people to access it.
First home buyers have been one of the most significant buyer
segments to access this Homebuilder scheme, driving demand for
house and land packages in new housing areas. We expect this
demand to continue in 2021 as they take advantage of record-low
interest rates, as well as the extension of the First Home Loan Deposit
Scheme.
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New Year's resolutions for your home
Every year when January rolls around we vow to lose weight, save money or spend more time with family and friends.
But what goals do we set for our homes? In the spirit of new beginnings, we've come up with some resolutions that will
make your home a more beautiful, efficient, clean and green place in the coming year. Here are our top picks for the
best home improvement resolutions for the new year and how to achieve them.
Work out a weekly system for keeping your house clean
Keeping the mess under control can be hard, especially with kids but
setting up a system can help. Make sure everything goes back to its
assigned place, for example, dirty clothes in the hamper and clean ones
in the closet.
Streamline the stuff
One of the best and least expensive ways to feel better about your
home is to clear it of clutter. Each year, most of us acquire a mountain
of stuff so without some regular purging, cabinets and drawers get jampacked and it becomes hard to find the things you use and enjoy the
most.
This year resolve to go room-by-room periodically clearing anything
that you don't use, wear or love and donate it to charity. After that, think
twice about what you bring in and aim to only fill your home with things
that raise your energy and make you feel good.
Shrink your bills (and your carbon footprint in the process)
When people think of going green, they often think it takes solar panels
or a hybrid car to make a difference, but in fact it just takes a little oldfashioned common sense. The best place to start is by cutting your
energy usage in your home:
Remember to switch off the lights when you leave a room
Turn off your air conditioner when you leave the house
Install LED bulbs and low-flow showerheads
Dry your clothes on the line
Wait for the dishwasher or washing machine to be completely full
Turn off your power from the plug
Give composting a try - your garden will thank you.

Clean the entire house by setting aside time one morning or afternoon
per week when everyone must chip in and is delegated a task. One of
you can do the dusting/vacuuming and changing beds, the other can
do the bathroom clean up, leaving only the kitchen and rubbish
emptying for you to handle.
The upside? You can get the whole house done in an hour. This will leave
more time on weekends to do the things you love.
Get your place ready for entertaining
Most of us vow to spend more time with family and friends. To
reconnect with people this year, and make you feel like inviting them in,
why not give the areas you entertain in a little update? You don't have
go for broke here and invest in a new kitchen remodel. All it takes to get
a fresh new look is a little bit of rearranging and a few updates.
One easy update that makes your home seem more "finished" is the
addition of plants and it’s a great way to decorate on a budget. Another
way is pulling out a new accent colour from your existing décor to make
the whole room seem fresh. Pick an underused colour in the room and
add more of it in the form of a new pillow or throw.
Lastly, take some time to rearrange your furniture so it is oriented in
conversation groups and not just facing the television. That just might
up for chances for real conversation and connection in what will
hopefully be a social year.

Back-to-school prep
The first day of school is fast approaching, so it’s time to start thinking
about refocusing your kids. Here’s how to get ready for back to school
like a pro.
Keep reading: even if it’s just a magazine, or just for a few minutes a day,
get their reading skills back up to where they left off last year.
Keep them ahead: email your child’s teacher and find out a basic
outline of what your children will be learning in their new classroom, so
you can familiarise them with the topics before the new term starts.
Keep them prepared: if your child struggled a bit with a certain subject,
set aside some time each day to focus on that subject to give your
child a better understanding.
Keep a routine: a week or two before school starts, get your kids back on
a school-like schedule including class time, lunch and maybe recess or
downtime. Also going to bed early.
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